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The wez ~r in the vicinity of the last kaown pesiticn of the F-39 lost
N 2 scramdble the ovening of the 23rd of November 1553 i r—esumed to be t=e

fzllowings

A low centared cver Northern Minnsesta movinz to the East, A ccld front
"Xtinded South from the low thru cemtral Minnesota, Iowa and Eastern Kaneas,
The local arca was under the influcnce of a fresn Sovth-h:stirly flow ahead
of thz appreaching cold front.

The Eastern half of Lake Supe.ior was covered with an overcast cf strato-
cumalus bases generilly 2000 ft to the West and 3700 £ to the £ast. Tops
variahle 5 - 8000 Zu. & broken layer of Alts strmtus formed the second layur
Ces- . generally 8000 ft to the West 10000 ft to the “ast. Tops 12700 - 1L000 ft
Sr.  scattered Cirus at 18 - 20070 ft was observed in the area. Visibilities

“rally 8 - 10 miles over entire area.

Scattercd snow showers were moving thru the area causing locally, ceilings p
a*  ~ as 500 ft and visibilivies i - 2 miies 1n iigrt snow. L

inalysis of the radiosonde taken +t 3ault Ste Marie At approximately 1630E
- 32ted moderate to heavy icsing in all clouds. The air reing quit~ stable.
-~-+3%¢8 Rime iceing tc predominats and gen=rally little or no turbulance,

Winds from the surface to 27000 ft waere senerally Y-sterly, 260°/17 xts
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497H AR RESCUE SQUADRON
5TH AIR RESCUE GROUP (ARS-IATS)
Selfridge Air Force Base, Kichigan

OPS 4-11 ' & & mAY 1954
Elosiva Numher. 5-49-2,-23 YNoveaber 1953, (Reopened)
%%1_?2- AP 5853/F-65 fioncia/Kinross /alers Serambie/Ux/UHF /18228/
plus 45/3-2/9. _
date of Suspension. 23 Yais 1084,
Seurce ong Tioe cof “nitia. Alert. Headguarters, 5th iir Rescue Group

at 09502, i€ pval 5954,

Dat: as Tizs c2 Iiitial tch of ARS F es. 1-15 iF 7167
Arocian at J757L, 13 May 1954, for snow reconnaissance.

Synopsiz. .1t 0950L, 16 April 1954, the Operations Officer of Hdead-
quarters, 5th Air Rescue Group, called relacing that new leads had
bean unccvered on this mission by the missing redar cperator's father,
kr. R. 0. ™lson. The informaticn had been forwarded to tiis Squadron .
vhrough channels requesting reoncrins of the =issicn bassd on reports
of a low ?lying aireraft in the v+ :irdty of Lirer, Ontario, Canada
which would cerrelate with the tive of the missing F~89. This infore
mation had been reported and investigated durines the original pro-
secution of the mission, but was determined to have no relative hesp-
ing on the ineident becauss of time differentiation. Since that time

the {ndividual reporting the low flyine circ=aft stated he may have
been mistaken in the tize,

The information was received by this Squadron on 6 lay 1954, and
positive search action was planned fur on or about 10 May 1254 with

Were obtained from Canadian sources., The anow condition o~ 16 April
1954, was roported from two (2) to four (4) fee: deeo with an eatimated
dete of 1C say 195, whon snew would disappear. ‘rranzements wepe

also made with the Royel Canadien Air Porce 8earch and Fescue Centre,

T *nten, Gntario, Canada, to reopen the mission aml to over f1v Canadas_
ure Wilson was contactud for any further information, and he wisheu to
be notified when the wissicn was actually reopened in order that he

2ight be present at Kinross AFB, Michigan, durins the astual search,

The weather s reported below minimus in the search area cr.
the estimated date cr recpeaing, but a continued' cheeic indicatcd im-
Srov.rent by 13 May 195,. At D757L, 13 May 1954, SA=16 AF 7167 re=
ported southern port of search area ciear, but northern sector nad
Jome snow and the lakes were rovered with ice, but with risine tem=
peratures snould be ~lear within four (L) or tive (5) days
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Fiying Time by Ai-craft

Z ihe pormai comsunications checks were carried out by Seliridge
figscus with negative results, The Ontario “rovincial Police were alertel
and information placed with redio stations in Sault Ste Marie, Mich,

and Sault Ste Marie, Ont, The Ontario Departsent of Lands and Forests
sade a comwmiestions check of their own radic statioans in the protahility

,‘"“ with negative results.

3 Dos to the extremely bad weathér existing betwean Treatca aad
Kinrcss oa the eveainmg of 23 Nov 53, the S4R lakota from 102 C&R Unit

the ssapcimaster, essistant searcimester and pars rescus tes:m ______ ..

to take off until th+ following morning. The samw weather
time of the additional search aircraft

wss set up aib Kisrces Udar Dase as 119
Canpbell, 102 C&R Flight Tr as Searcimaster

8

PPN



tial night seirch, no additionsl night
of bed weather and the lack of emergency
equipment carrisd by the crew of the missing Scorpion.

The areas covered were searched from 1000' using 2 miles
Coastlino seavches were carried cut at 500' and 1/2 mile

visibility along the east and north shore of the Lake froa Seult JSte
Marie ‘o Simpgon Island (48507 87437) 17d return,to Marquette (4633Y
8723%) =2 rstura., 0 .

L 5 Generally, the weather conditions t'moughout the search
priocs ruwe poor, Crecs were constantly hampered with low ceilings
~and reduced visibility. On the afternson of 25 Nov and e surning
26 Nov 53 operations were seriously delayed by the search aireraft being
ledan with ice od the ground, .
10 7/T and R/T contact was maintained bty the majority of air-
er«f*% with the Ontario Department of Lands and Forests' ground stations.
All other aircraft maintained contact, when possible, with radio staticas
at Houghton. Grand Uarais. and 5.1t S4s Uaria,
. <
**n Aireraft were provided ., ths a9th .. =+h apd Neecus Squsdrca
in the form of two Silés, four Ci5s amn a B25; Kinvoea prowvided 1 Cs4i
o and -z Yslicopter, US Coast Guard at fraverce Clty provided 1 Salé,
the Civilian ..ir Jatrol provided 1 Cesena 140, the RCAP provided 3 Ci7a
from Ceatralia and 1 C47 from Irenton,

0N REFORIS . B *

12 ¥merous ground reports were rece‘vsed, the majority of wrich
upen investization were discounted. an overboard redio trensaission
diseussing aircpaft wreciage was traced to its originm irn South Bend
Indiana, The wreckage r~f7rrad t: wis that of another migsing aireraft

which was eventually locaved in that area,
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sting over Eastern iaks Supsricr.
=z uu:tmm-hnuumnamm. -sas forecast to be
. ths fcllowing, A geserally selid deck of Stratocumulus bese from
2<3000 and top at 6-7000 feet.
10,000 top
falling

A trolren Altostrutus layer, base
The visidbility wmas generally 10-12 milas
icolated suow showers. The creesing level
west, riaing to0:800 - 1000 feet in ths east.

] Marie Radic Sonde Zun
- .indicates tiat moderate to
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Tl o narratve form, wa o8 much detnsl as necemsary, everytiung that is kmown shout the accident. “Mh-
checlied om reverse nde are justified Uy this narrstive. If fire was invoived in accident. exolain in detmi ity origin snd progre® and
sTeTe LAaKem Lo (ltm-m . O

Aircraft took=ori &i 2322 Zebra 23 Nov 53 on an active Air Defense l.csiowm &a
intercept an unknown aircraft approximately 160 milss Nortlwest ui Kinross Air Fowce
-ases The aircraftwms under radar control throughout the interception. At approxi=
rately 2352 Zebra the last radio contact was made ty the radar station controlling -
the intercertion. At approximataly 2355 Zebra the vnknown aircralt and the F=U9 mer=
ged TOogelhar ¢n L@ radar SCOpee. ShoTrtiy therearter the LIF signal diser <ared irem
the radar score. Ho further centact was established with the F=89,

I An intensive aerial search has revealed nc trace of the aireraft. mdmﬁd
its crew is still missing.

RECOMMENDATIONS for action to prevent similar accidents:
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SUMMARY OR CIRCUMSTANCES

F-89C, Serial No. 51-5853A, assigned to the 433rd Fighter-
Interceptor Squadron, Truax Field, Wisconsin, was reported
missing over Lake Superior at approximately 2000 Eastern
Standard Time (EST) on 23 November 1953. The aircraft was
scrambled from Kinross Air Force Base, Michigan, to partic-
ipate in an Active Air Defense Mission. The aircraft and

aircrew had not been located as of 1 January 1954.

On 23 November 1953, F-89C, Serial No. 51-5853A, was scram-
bled by "Naples'" GCI to intercept and identify an unknown
aircraft flying over Lake Superior. The interceptor became
airborne from Kinross Air Force Base, Michigan, at 1822 EST.
Original radar control of the aircraft was maintained by
"Naples'" GCI and at 1841 EST control was transferred to
"Pillow" GCI. The aircraft was flying at 30,000 feet at
this time. At 1847 EST, at the request of "Pillow', the
aircraft descended to 7,000 feet to begin the interception.
Location of the aircraft was then approximately 150 miles
northeast from Kinross AFB and over northern Lake Superior.
At 1851 EST, the interceptor pilot was requested to turn to
a heading of 20 degrees to the cut-off vector. After the
turn was completed, the pilot was advised the unidentified
aircraft was at 11 o'clock, 10 miles distant. Radar returns

from both aircraft were then seen to merge on "Pillow's"
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AIRCRAFT INSPECTION AND MAINTENANCE RECORD—Part N . : et 1
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v and the othar on

a mail carrier who

in the water
Bichigen state police

sichtire na rocks,

; reported as the sighting of wreckage of an alr-
eraft on the cide of a mountaim on the eastern shore of the lake about
80 miles rnorth of Kinross {4723308 8441107). This area was searched
“exfmuctivel an Expeditor, a Dakots, a B25 and fimaily a Blizcpter

- 18 -“m-paummtnminmrchmmmtvlemi:orm
grousd reperts, no trace of the missing aircrart could te found, fter
‘a conference with USAT suthcrilics and with thoir eoncurrence active
"Mmmﬂldt&ﬂudmbv 54,

3L The co-operaticn ahown ‘o the . ‘mawr. his uuiatant.

o a . i O -

-t
and the Canadian crews, Ly Lhe uoar subboris
Base wos exceptionally good.
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Wednesday, July 21, 1999

Joel Carpenter

Home Address Removed

Hi Joel,

Sorry for the delay in getting this material off to you as I previously promised.

Please find enclosed a copy of the Kinross Moncla Aircraft Accident Investigation Report. Sorry
about the legibility. Itried to make the best copy I could from the slick paper of the microfilm

printouts provided by AFSA. Ialso tried to enlarge the pages a little for added legibility. If you
find these illegible, I will try to make a another copy.

Thank you,

(Lo

Jim Klotz

Home address removed



